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In Resolution Mo, 1647 daledt 04 May 2017 the Tribunal allowed he
Commission on Eleclions (Sacond Rivision) o ke lemporary prior custody of the
ballot boxes, election documents and paraphernalia from rhe Frovinces of Basilan
and Maguindanao which are involved in EPC No. 2016-37 (Abdusalkur M. Tan vs,
Mujiv S. Hataman), an electoraleprotest for the position of Regional Governor,
Autonomous Region ot Muslim Mindanao (AFRMIV),

Howaver, when the Trivunal commenced in July 2017 the collection of the
ballot boxes in the ARMM identifisd as pilot precincts by Protestant Tolentino, the
ballot boxes pertaining o the Minicipalilies of sumisip, Tabuan-lLasa, Akbar,
Tuburan, all of the Province of Basilan, as well as those of the Municipalities of
Datu Qdin Sinsuat and Barira, both of the Provines of Maguindanao, were still in
the custody of the respective municipal treasurers,  Hence, the said ballol hoxes
were retrieved by the SET Collaction Teams and are ndw in the custody of the
Tribunal.

-

The Tribunal was likewise informed of another local protest pending bhefore
Branch 81, Regional Trial Courl of Maloles City, Bulacan, docketed as 2PC Case
No. 04-M-2016 (Kuya Jim Valorio, vs. Eleanor Vo Tugna adkea. Joni JJV
Villanueva), involving the position of Municipal Mayor f:()lfl.f'*f.f)(,li.?ll‘.lt%!, Bulacan, The
Tribunal, invoking its preferentiol dght in the custody of ballots, likewise collected
twenty (20) ballot boxes hom (he Municipality of Bocaue, Bulacan last 25 July
2017,
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Although the revision ol lallols and election documents pertaining 1o the
aforesaid areas have been cumpleled, Fribunal procesdings are nol yet over. The
Tribunal needs to retain custody of the ballol boxes for the conduct of further
validation and verification process

While the Tribunal had ir\vn‘ylfm‘l s praferential right in the custody of the
contested ballot boxes as ()ruvuiwd forin GOMI

o Resolution No. 2812 dated
17 Oclober 1995, the Tribunal and the other adjudicatory bodies are not precluded
from coordinating with one another so as nol 1o delay the resolution of elecloral
protests pending before their respective jurisdictions.  In the past, the Tribunal had
allowed the COMELEC and the gowts (o conduct their respective proceadings
within the Tribunal premises (o avoid a cyclical return and retrieval of the contested
ballot boxes from one custody to anolher,

Thus, the Tribunal decmed it besl to allow he concerned adjudicatory
bodies to conducl their respeclive revision and/or appreciation proceed ings, if they
80 desire, within the premises ofthe Tribunal while he above-captioned case
remains pending. "

ACCORDH\JGLY, e Execulive Committes of the Tribunal Resolves to:

1. INFQRM the Electoral Conlasls Adjudicalion l.'.)f.a‘(:)u?'t ment (ECAD) | Second
Division, of the C'.'.(.);'m1-|i::a:-‘;ic_>n"1 on zlaections that it may conduct its revision
and/or apprecialion ;‘_'u"r.:)r..‘:(:;z-:ding;):‘-‘. e relation to BEPC Case No. 2016-37
(Abdusakur M. Tan vs. Mujiv &, Hataman) in the premises of the Senale
Electoral Tribunal localed at the Electoral Tribunals  Building, COA
Compound, Batasan Road, comer Commonweallh Avenue, Quezon City;

.

2, IMFORM the Honorable Eresiding Judge of Branch 81, Regional Trial
Court, Malolos City, Bulacan, that he may conduct the revision/recount
proceadings in relation o EPC Case Mo, 04-M-2016 (Kuya Jim Valerio vs.
Eleanor V. Tugna a.lca. Joni JIV Villanueva) inthe pramises of the Tribunal;

and »
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3 REQUEST the COMELEC ECAL (Second Lhvigion) and the Honorable
Presiding Judge of RTVC Sranch 81, Malolos Cily, Bulacan, to communicate

their preferred schadules o the Acting Sl ry ol the Tribunal,

50O ORDERED.
08 Manrch 2018,
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