REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINGS
SENATE BLECTORAL TRIBUNMAL

COA-NCR Bidp., Batasen Road, Queron City

FIRANCIS N, TOLENTIMNG,
Protestanl,
S Case Noo UULE-10
SWEITELS-

LLEILA M. DE LIMA,

Protestec.

RESOLUTION NO. 16 - 81

In Resalution Mo, 16-64 daled 14 Seplember 2017, Protestanl Francis M

Tolentino was required to;

1. Manifest to the Tribunal wilhin five {5) days from receipt of the
Resclution whether or not he still intends 1o pursue the collection of Ihe
eleven (11) ballot hoxes pertaining 1o the Municipadity of San Anlonio,
Quezon Province, and the four {4) balot boxes of the Municipalily of Sta.
Maria, Bulacan which were not coilected in view of the then inability of
the Collection Teams to identily the precinct numbers of the bailot noxes;

anc

2. Designate within ten {(10) days rom receipt of lhe Resolion as
substitute pilot precinets for the uncollected Mindanao ballot 2oxas, illy-
four (54) precinels from among his other contested pracincts winich were
inilially inclucled as pilol precinels in his Preliminary Conference Briel

dalad 05 Celobear 200106,

Fursuant to Prolestant Toelentino's Manidestalion dated 25 September 2017

of his desire to coilect subjoct ballot boxes rom Quezon and Bulacan and with the
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nermission granted by the Presidenlal Zlecleral Tribunal to open the baliot boxes
to facilitate the identification of the conlested ballot hoxes by the SET Collection
Teams, the Canvass Board Service of the Tribunal undertock the collection of the
four (4) remaining baliot boxes from Sta. Maria, Bulacan on Octoher 24, 2017 and
the eleven {11) remaining hallet haxes from San Antonio, Quezon on Octobear 24-
25 P,

e

With respect to the second directive, Prolestant Tolenting filed on 02

Qctober 2017 a Motion for Fxfension, praying that he be given an extension of ten
(10) days from 02 OCctober 2017, or unfil 12 October 2017, within which to
designate the substitute pilol precincts. Said Molion was approved by the Tribunal
in Resolution No, 16-G7 daled 10 October 2017, with a warmning that the filty-Tour
{54} uncollecied baliot boxes shall be deemed wilhdrawn as parl of the pilot
precincts should Protestant Tolantine fail to identify his substitute precincts within

the extension given.

However, instead of identifying his substitute precincts, Prolestant Tolentino
filed a Manifestation and Molion daled 12 October 2017, stating that he intends to
pursue the collection of the fifieen {(15) ballot boxes pertaining 1o the Municipality
of Al-Barka, Basilan and the thirly-nine {3%) ballot boxes from Lanao del Sur,
subject of the order for subslitution. He gives as reason Tor his decision not to
forego the coliection of the said bkallot boxes, election documents and
paraphernalia the fact that the Armed Forces of the FPhilippines (AFF) only advisad

the Tribunal to put on hold lhe colleclion, and rot cancel the same.

Protesiani avers thal in praying for the coliection of the contesied ballot
hoxes, election documenls and paraphamalia in the Provinces ol Basilan and
Lanac del Sur, he does nol intend to endanger the lives of the members of the
Tribunal's collection teams because he is of lhe ulmost belief that the Tribunal has
the capability to seek the assislance of both the AFF and Philippine National Police
(PNP} in facilitating the collection activities in the said provinces. Me claims that
since the implementation of Martial Law in the Mindanao area, no significant
incidenis of violence therein were reporled because the AFF was able to contain

the crisis within Marawi City.

[l
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Furthermare, Protestant alleges that he has compeling reasons to belisve
that the provinces of Basilan and Lanao del Sur are areas where irreguiarities

during the 2016 Naticnal and Local Blections were blatantly committed.

The order to substiiuie the 54 uncollectad ballot boxes was made to hasten
the resolution of the intanl elecloral protesl, Collection operations cannct forthwitn
be undertaken as coordination for secwily assistance from the AFP and PNP

would entail considerable lima.

Be that as it may, the Tribunal respects lhe decision of the Protestant o
proceed with the collection of ballol boxes, eleclion documents and paraphernalia
from the Provinces of Basilan and Lanao del Sur. While the directive 1o substitute
does not intend to infringe on Protestant's right as the substilute precinets would
still come frem among the pilol precincts identified in his Preliminary Conierence
Brief, the Tribunal recognizes the right ol the Protestant to identify the precinicls
which he deems as best exemplifying or demonstraling the electoral fraud or

anomaiy pleaded.

As previously reported, the fifteen (15) uncollected hallot boxes pertaining
to the Municipalily of Al-Barka, Basilan are under the custody of the Regional Trial
Court, Branch 2, lsabela City, Basilan in conneclion with the procaedings in
Election Protest No. 04-18 (Bhenzar J. Yusopl vs. Darussalam 5. Lajid). In this
regard, the Presiding Judge, Hon. Danilo M. Bucoy, must expedite the proceedings
therein to ensure that the filteen (15) hallot boxes pertaining to the Municipalily of
Al-Barka, Basilan are ready for transler to the custady of the Tribunal not later than
08 January 2018.

ACCORDINGLY . the Tribunal Resolves o
1. NOTE the Manifestation of Protestant Tolanlino dated 25 September 2017,

as well as the collection activilies undertaken by the Canvass Board Sarvice

pursuant thereto;
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2. GRANT Protestant Talentino’s motion o proceed wilh the collection of the
filteen {15) ballet boxes perlaining lo Al-Barka, Basilan and the thirty-ning

(39) ballot boxes from Lanao del Sur,;

3. DIRECT the Canvass Board Searvice of the Tribunai lo prepare the cost
estimates for the collestion in the Frovinces of Basilan and Lanao del Sur
and to coordinate with the Armed Forces of the Fhilippines and the
Philippine National Police on lhe collection scheduls and security

rrangemants; and

4. DIRECT Hon. Danilo M. Bucoy, Presiding Judge of the Regional Trial Court,
Branch 2, lsabela Cily, Basilan to expedile he proceecings in zleclion
Protest No. 04-1G (Bhenzard. Yusoph vs, Darussalam 5 Lajid) and ensure
thal the fifteen {15) ballot boxes perlaining to the Municipality of Al-Barka,
Basitan are ready for transfler to the custody of the Tribunal not tater than

08 January 2018.

SO ORDERED.
22 NMovember 2017,

(/? - ( -ﬁft__!-

ANMTOMIO T, CARRIO
Senior Associale Justice
Chairperson
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